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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The principal structure of the complex is a gambrel-roofed barn of
frame construction, sheathed in German siding and painted white. It is
a full two stories in height, and though designed as a barn, it also was
originally and presently meant to incorporate office and specialized
storage space. It never functioned simply as an ordinary barn, but
rather as the centerpiece of an agricultural experiment program,

This principal barn contains seven bays across the length of
its west longitudinal facade. Two sliding wooden doors on a track
form the central entrance flanked on either side by trios of irregularly

placed windows. Windows are 6/6, double hung with simple timber surrounds

and slightly projecting, flat wooden sills. Each corner of the building
features cornerboards, and at eaves level is a modest boxed cornice.
Seven shed-roofed dormers light the second story; they feature 6/6,
double hung sash, simple timber surrounds and German siding. The gam-
brel roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and possesses two vents

and a short brick chimney at the south end. The building rests on

a cement foundation,

The north end of this large barn contain central, second story
entrances with double doors. In the gable is an oculus with ventila- -
tor panels and trimmed with-a simple wooden molding featuring four
keystones.

On the east facade facing the parking area, the barn building
is articulated by a doorway at the southeast cormner topped by a shed-
roofed porch on two supports. Four windows are interspersed irregu-
larly along the length of the facade with a large double doorway
in a position corresponding to the double doorway on the west facade.

Nine shed-~roofed dormer windows punctuate the roof with three
above the single doorway joined together.

The south gable end is defined by two windows at first and second
story levels, and, an oculus ventilator placed in the gable.

On the interior, accessible through the central entrance bay on
the first story is a wall of double-door, fitted cabinets with rows
of shelves and compartments for specialized storage purposes. The
second floor is characterized by smaller, utilitarian chambers with
vertical plain boards with rough, milled finish used as paneling.

A second WPA-constructed barn exists to the southeast of the
first. It is also gambrel-roofed, sheathed in German siding and
resting on a c¢ement foundation. Five, shed-roofed dormers, exactly
like those on the larger barn, protrude from the longitudinal facade
roof which is also sheathed in asphalt shingles. This north longi-

tudinal side possesses a shed-roofed addition but otherwise no apertures
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exist here. On the west gable end, a shed-roofed porch resting
on four posts shelters an open-air market for farm-produced goods.
An arched, 1% story central bay with double doorway is located
above this porch roof, flanked by two 6/6, double hung windows.

On the interior are several storage rooms, cooling chambers,
with heavy refrigerator doors and vertical board paneling over
special insulation designed to store fruit and vegetables.

On the south facade are located a central doorway topped
by shed-roofed porch on two supports with two windows to the
west and three to the east on the first story. An exterior
brick chimney is placed directly to the west of the doorway.
The roof is punctuated by five dormers.

A German-sided cottage to the east of the second barn,
originally designed as a small dormitory for students assisting
at the experimental facility, was also built by the WPA. It is
L-shaped in plan with a jerkin-head roofed section intersecting
a gable~roofed section.

The remaining WPA structures are two adjacent, gable-roofed
storage buildings located on the access road. Sheathed in Ger-
man siding and serving various functions, they remain useful
auxiliary buildings.
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—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEQLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 32 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING ——MUsSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X’1 900- _COMMUNICATIONS — INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ¢. 1939-45 " BUILDER/ARCHITECT Work Projects Administration

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The WPA-constructed buildings form the core of the Cherry
Hill Agricultural Experiment Station. Of these structures, some
were built with wood from timber on this farm. The surrounding
buildings date from the early 1950's and are University-constructed.

As a facility of the University of Maryland, Cherry Hill
has been important as the secene of numerous years of develop-
ment and study of hybrid corn. This experimental work was con-
ducted, for the most part, in the large barn building where
a number of other crop studies were headquartered in conjunction
with the Maryland Crop Improvement Association. Another major
agricultural experiment conducted at Cherry Hill concerned fur-
thering the sweet potato's longevity by developing a curing
process. -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Oral interviews with William J. Varano, Agronomy Dept.
and Herman Todd, November 1979.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

o

STATE ’ COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ellen Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor )
ORGANIZATION T T —5ATE
Maryland Historical Trust, Shaw House
STREET & NUMBER v TELEPHONE
21 State Circle 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis, MD 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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\ By Chip Browh;
Washington Post Staff Writer

Motorcyclists would joyride\jn -the:
wheat plots ‘and horseback riders gid-
dyap through the soybeans. Hung;-y) N
hikers sneaked into the peach orchard” ** [
and snacked on the research. A few " "’
times neighbors phoned, the. EPA-*
when the wind shifted oyer new ma-.
nured fields. Even the pigeonsﬁandv

s crows were plagues, " descending’ in
droves on the only good place to, eat., -
for miles around, il L™ AF
: For the researchers'and graduate’

, Students at the, University of Marys %
land’s Plant Research Farm in eastern '+ '

. Montgomery County, the specters' of »¢

-blight and drought pale  before the L =

: perils'of farming on ‘the urban fringe. "’

For the researchers and graduate; v
students at the University - o’ Mary- -
land’s Plant Research Farm In east -

. ern Montgomery County, the specters
of blight and drought pale-before the 6
perils of farming on the urban ?lngej %

So after more than 40 years o tinks:,.
ering with tilling methods and gene ..
pools on a 819-acre tract that has been . |

* all but engulfed by subdivisions, in.:-
dustrial parks and major highways, " I
the research farmers are Packing, up**’
their grain loaders and seed cleaners’,’

» and retreating to less popular ground. ;

.In place of the hilly pastures that,
make up the largest open .tract’of

‘farmland left within Montgomery’s i
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extensive office park, new roads and * * oy Vet ] 0 e : UL g e AL iy Tt 7 e A S - 1 3 ) sl i ML T o
more than 69 agresk’o;1 town hoyses “It's 80-3ad,” said one-woman wha - sledding with other children-in. the : Randolph: Road ‘uséd to:look before  managers felt such. ideally ‘located] 1least $9 million }Jr’ le gract. Some ¢
veiosarden apartments bullt by a de- "bought her home for - the view from - neighbochons. _ 70U & fesling of - he Capital Beltway. and Montgomery _ acreage would “fetch a lot ,0f money ' periments may run through ‘1985, by
foioper Who is purchasing the land, ‘her living-foom plcture window: a' - “The fields give you a feeling ‘of * ‘Industrial Fark, were. built 40 the ;" that coutd be plowed back Into'the 10, "oy g,

for $85 million, .~ -, « . ‘

: : \ , . v v 10 - 8pring"will ‘be, the farm’s Jas

; : panorama of; knee-high wheat, ~Fising | | space,”’she said, “A lot of us have got- . 'south, 1.95 slicedithrough on the east,; - other research farms the university coii:plelzilr;:gla’:ti'ilxig ;accox‘dln‘lr?o f:,-‘

The irony for many of: the: neigh--:-.and rolling to oak ' groves «and the : .-ten used to it. It's always been:there.” © or the eountry to the north was colon. runs around the state, o e g nunager"Bill Vara;m.' v

bors in nearby: subdivisions who did ! » gambrel-roofed: ‘white ]m;ns of ‘the ! ° Another -neighbor whose! house ized with the Calverton development. But the sale was delayéd while the; s ; 1 i

-not particularly mind the smell of fer- ' farm. “That fleld was why I bought . fronts'the farm Is bitter.' “Very,,very .  The university first decided t0 DUt . . county government reviewed the land; . ‘T'ma {ittle depressed but only b

i tlizer in the spring and cherished the here. To ‘me it's serenity.” - ‘seldom is change for the better,” she -the land up for sale in 1968, Besides for use as & campus for Mon gomery. . c;luae' t,"hied for f'“l%k and I've gc
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geoning on a distant ridge is that wit- - across the. street from the farm, re- - now ‘because it will never look the -"peaches out of the mouths of foragers, of the county’s Ssewer moratorium. .: / { s m'a:ia'ged the fgx;m for the past 1
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‘asm for the farmland Played-a. major - time, skulking through the - corn.,  The farm iy the last vestige of the - of farm land found generally in Mary. approved with Chevy Chase developer Bte.' S Just a ‘rambling cowpat|
part in the farm's demise. | ' =" 7 stalks,'and winter days when She-went  ‘way the landscape - off - Rte. 29 -and ' land. And the agricultural. program Shelton Zuckerman, who il pazw asd L2 Lo - ’ :
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Cherry Hi11 Agricultural Research Facility
Barn, c. 1940. (by cCC)

Exterior.
E. Coxe 11/79
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Cherry Hi11 Agricultural Research Factlity
Barn, c. 1940 by ccc.
Interior: cabinets §& fittings

E. Coxe 11/79
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility
Barn, c. 1940 by CCC.
(w/ cooler facilities for vegetable
storage)
Eo'Culle 11/79
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Cherry Hi1l Agricultural Facility
Cottage, C. 1940 by CCC.

E. Coxe 11/79
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Cherry Hi1l Agricultural Facility
Auxiliary storage buildings, c. 1940 by CCC. l

E. Coxe 11/79




